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FAQ 52
(August 29, 2007)

52.1
Q:

Was your ex-wife, KIYO, a professional astrologer, or did she just
dabble in it?
To my knowledge, Kiyo didn’t “dabble” in anything. For those of you who follow
astrology, I need only say, “she had six planets in Leo.” Kiyo was an “accredited
astrologer” and graduated from a local, “College of Astrology. “ Kiyo taught astrology from
our home in Laurel Canyon, and was quite well known and respected for her in-depth
knowledge of the subject. In a 1963 “reading” of Ronald Reagan’s birth chart she
predicted to her class members that, “Reagan would be elected governor of California
and then go on to be elected President of the United States.” Whether it was a lucky
guess or her skill in the arcane arts, she was most certainly well ahead of the CW.
(Reagan was elected Governor of California in 1966, and President in 1980.)

(SKH- I am informed Kiyo’s unidentified “client”
seen above in this feature article for TIME
MAGAZINE is a fellow Scorpio by the name of NEIL
YOUNG, who after three years, had just separated
from Buffalo Springfield. The groups
“Retrospective” was released a month earlier would
go platinum, surpassing sales of one million.)
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Astrology: Fad and Phenomenon
…
The young, too, are exploiting the boom, although less cynically. A California rock group called The
Fool has recorded several zodiacal songs—not because they believe only in astrology, but because
they feel generally tuned in to the entire occult world (the Fool is the card in the fortunetelling Tarot
deck that stands for Man). "This is a very brilliant generation," says Kiyo, a young half-Japanese
astrologer who works mostly among pop groups and folk singers. "They're interested in astrology
because they've found the material things failing them, and they're trying to find their souls." In
Manhattan, one of the brightest young astrologers is 28-year-old Barbara Birdfeather, who is writing
a column for Eye magazine and draws private clients from the under-30 set.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

52.2
Q:

Do you have a favorite book review of BDA?

I do. Interestingly it was also the FIRST review published.
The review is from the New York Times Book Review, May 18, 2003, and was written by best
selling author and respected film critic, David Thomson.
Here are my two favorite excerpts from his review along with the full review as it originally
appeared in the NYT:

EXCERPTS

…
“As for George Hodel, the best thing I can say for him is that someone like Kevin Spacey should buy
the film rights to this book quickly. He was tall, dark and handsome in a rather mournful way, he was
a precocious child, a first class doctor, a dabbler in art, a man of the world, and a disdainful
connoisseur of woman. That he ever escaped being nailed as the Black Dahlia killer (leave the other
killings aside) is a measure of that L.A.P.D. we have come to know from the Ellroy thrillers. “
…
“George Hodel I think is fit company for some of noir’s most civilized villains—like Waldo Lydecker
in “Laura,” Harry Lime in “The Third Man” or even Noah Cross in “Chinatown,” the man who (thanks
to the screenwriter, Robert Towne) warned us, “Most people never have to face the fact that at the
right time and right place, they’re capable of anything.” And what had Cross done? Raped his
daughter and his city and lived into old age.”
David Thomson
New York Times
May 18, 2003
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